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Couture Fashion Week Set to Dazzle New York City 
By Kasia Koniar 

Luxurious, hand crafted, unique creations, with sometimes hundreds of hours of work required per piece. This is what sets Couture apart from Ready-to-Wear. Women around the world are increasingly homogenous in their styles, simply because the same mass produced brands deliver identical clothes to them regardless of their geographical location. That same Gucci bag can be spotted on a shoulder of an oriental beauty walking through a Souk, or on an arm of a busy Osaka businesswoman. Whether in Jakarta, Barcelona or Toronto, similar scarves, shoes, dresses and bags awaken our desires. However, the elite fashion customer yearns for more of an exclusive product, hence the bi-annual Parisian Haute Couture shows, even if their duration has been considerably shortened. The stars, socialites and the wealthiest people fill the Ritz, Costes and Montalembert hotel suites to attend these spectacular presentations. However, the exorbitant prices limit the clientele. Some tend to think that the Couture shows will not survive for long. Elite aside, every woman, even the one who dreams of having the same YSL bag, will sometimes crave a special individually made piece -something that didn’t just pop off the assembly line, but a unique creation made by several seamstresses straining their eyes during long hours of lace embroidery, beading, hand painting and meticulous detail on the most exclusive fabrics. 

This is precisely why the organizers of Couture Fashion Week®, produced by USA International Fashion Shows®, present a three day series of fashion shows to be held September 7 through 9, 2005, featuring fine designers from around the world. 

These will precede the NY Ready to Wear collections, and will now be in competition with the prestigious Parisian Couture shows. All will take place at the elegant Westside Loft, 336 West 37th Street, in New York City. 

Bringing couture to the highly demanding New York fashion market is a realization of a dream for producer and founder Andres Aquino. This started in 2003, when he invited designer Clive Rundle from South Africa, along with other excellent designers to be part of the shows. Other events have included a couture fashion show for the launch of the Maybach by Mercedes-Benz in Greenwich, Connecticut; fashion shows for the society crowd in Palm Beach and for New York City's elite Crystal Ball Society. Also the highly successful "Champagne Fashion Brunch" features these events on selected Sunday afternoons in New York. 

This season’s New York Couture shows will feature a prodigious array of international designers such as the Russians Lilia Berzon and Routa, Galit Couture from Israel, Dolce Mare swimwear, Kendra Roberts jewelry, Payal Jain from India, Galina Dacheva from Bulgaria and many more. 

To finish with style, the grand finale of Couture Fashion Week will be the presentation of the International Fashion Designer of the Year award, along with a fashion show and reception. 

Email at info@usafashionshows.com or Fax 212.202.4604. Sponsors welcome. 

A limited number of tickets are available to the general public at usafashionshows.com/showschedules.htm 
Factiõ magazine all rights reserved copyright 2002-2005©

